154

ganisation of Society, Slovenia and its
Opening Up to the World, The Chang-
ing Role of the Individual and (Sub)
Groups within the Context of Glo-
balisation, Local Responses to Global
Changes, From Uncouthness to Cos-
mopolitanism: They Enter the World
through Innovative Improvement of
Tradition, and Selected Topics from
Slovenian Istria. These are followed by
an appendix, which contains other the-
matic sections selected by the author.

The author discusses the frequently ex-
amined concept of globalisation from
various aspects and agrees that this
concept is extremely difficult to define.

He illustrates the problems of defining
globalisation with Ulrich Beck’s defini-
tion: “globalization has certainly been
the most widely used — and misused -
keyword in disputes of recent years and
will be of the coming years too; but it
is also one of the most rarely defined,
the most nebulous and misunderstood,
as well as the most politically effec-
tive” According to Beck, the discourse
on globalisation is just as elusive as the
concept of globalisation: the attempt
“to define it is like trying to nail a pud-

ding to the wall” (p. 6).

Zdravko Mlinar provides a thorough
presentation of globalisation and its ef-
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fects on the individual, taking various
aspects into account. He understands
it as a part of the age in which we live,
as an everyday-life phenomenon, as a
part of the reality we face or at least
should face within the context of the
current problems in Slovenian society.
By addressing and commenting on spe-
cific (including local) examples, the
author does not present globalisation
as something remote and far from an
individual, but as “something that can
have a positive or negative effect on
everybody’s life in the mosaic of the
modern global world.”

Bostjan Kerbler
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