A long time ago Constantine founded Constatinopolis. Peter founded
Petersburg. Neither is alive. Constantinopolis is now known as Istan-
bul, Petersburg was for a short time known by the name of another em-
peror - Leningrad. Brodslki not so long ago, escaping from Leningrad,
visited Istanbul and discovered amazing similarities between the cities.
The first was secured from intruders by a wall, the other was secured
by undying belief in life. Both the cities are still strong. The first is con-
tinuing with its prime mission, protection of crossroads for trade, the ot-
her is waiting for better times to regain its capital mission. Both the ci-
ties survived destruction in wars, earthqualkes, social unrest or other
similar calamities. But they withstood.

Once secure, always secure, with short unplanned intermissions.
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